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EFFECTIVE 

September 1, 2013. 

Subject(s) 
1. Assessing safety. 
2. Safe sleep. 

1) Assessing 
Safety 

PSM 713-1 

Workers are expected to continually assess safety, even if a situa-
tion doesn’t rise to the level of one of the Key Decision Points that 
would require a formal DHS-1016, Safety Assessment, to be com-
pleted (DHS-1222 in MiSACWIS). Workers must, throughout every 
intervention with a child and/or family, always be observant, ask 
questions, and be aware of any possible safety concerns.  

2) Safe Sleep 

The following policy from interim bulletin 2013-001 is added to 
PSM 713-1 and 714-1. 

During a CPS investigation and an ongoing CPS case involving a 
child 12-months of age or younger living in the home, CPS must: 

 Conduct a home visit to observe the infant’s sleep environment 
and record the observation in the narrative of the CPS 
Investigative Report, DHS-154. The documentation should 
address whether: 

 The infant is sleeping alone. 
 If the infant has a bed, bassinet or portable crib. 
 If there is anything in the infant’s bed. 
 If the mattress is firm with tight fitting sheets. 

 Inform the parents of safe sleep and the dangers of not 
providing a safe sleep environment. When discussing this with 
the parents, the worker should: 

 Utilize established safe sleep educational materials. 

 Educate the family about how to provide a safe-sleep 
environment for their child. 

If the infant is not provided with a safe sleeping environment, the 
worker will make attempts to assist the family in obtaining one and 
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document the attempts. DHS may utilize the following to help 
secure the safe sleep environment: 

 Friends/family members. 

 Community resources. 

 Local office funds.  
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